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Disturbances in the Transvaal led in 1877 to annexation, in
order, it was alleged, to save it from a Zulu attack. The
prompt concession of responsible government might perhaps
have then retained it within the Empire, but in the absence
of promptitude some Boers revolted, established a provisional
government, and in 1881 defeated a small British army at
Majuba Hill. Gladstone, who still represented a liberalism
hostile to costly expenditures on the ventures of empire,
made peace, and granted the Transvaal autonomy under a
vague British suzerainty.
The First Boer War and its outcome inevitably fired many
Afrikanders with an ardent nationalism. Successfully they
had tested their small power 'against British might, and the
more militant among them assumed that with the aid of
foreign states they could now drive the "English usurpers"
from South Africa. But working powerfully against such
aggressive Afrikanderdom was the discovery of gold on the
Witwatersrand and the rapid emergence of a great industry,
fed mainly by British capital and manned mainly by miners
from the English-speaking world. The Uitlanders trans-
formed the economic structure of the Transvaal, accentuated
Anglo-Boer antagonism, strengthened the pressure towards
British control, and furthered the aims of those, notably Cecil
Rhodes, mining magnate and prime minister at the Cape
(1890-6), who sought the ultimate reconciliation of the two
white peoples in South Africa under the imperial Crown.
The expanding position of the Uitlanders led them to
aggressive political action. . Within ten years after the
commencement of mining on the Rand, they constituted a
large portion of the population, paid at least five-sixths of
the taxes, and yet were restricted in political franchises and
those administrative reforms necessary for the development
of their industry.18 The ordinary Boers being a pastoral
people, believed in the minimum of government and were
singularly reluctant to pay for it. For years their dilatory
payment of taxes frustrated the best designs of the republican
18See Cambridge History of the British Empire, VIII, 554. A sympathetic
discussion of the grievances of Uitlanders is contained in J. P. Fitzpatrick, The
Transvaal from Within. A balanced view is contained in Eric A. Walker, A
History of South Africa.